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Abstract
The intent of this paper is to facilitate future research of the Solomon Islands ant fauna by providing 
the first comprehensively researched species inventory in over 75 years. The species list presented here 
includes the names of all ant species recorded from the islands that are available in the literature together 
with specimen records from several museum collections and new records from our 2008 Makira field 
expedition. All the names of described species presented are valid in accordance with the most recent 
Formicidae classification. In total, the checklist is composed of 237 species and subspecies (including 30 
morphospecies) in 59 genera representing nine subfamilies. We report that the recent field expedition 
added 67 new species records to Makira and 28 new species records to the Solomon Islands. Our research 
recovered species occurrence records for 32 individual islands and five island groups. The five islands with 
the highest number of recorded species are: Makira (142 spp.), Guadalcanal (107 spp.), Malaita (70 spp.), 
Santa Isabel (68 spp.), and Rennell (66 spp.). Based on our results, we discuss the taxonomic composition 
of the archipelago’s ant fauna, which islands are most in need of additional sampling, and the importance 
of establishing biodiversity baselines before environmental threats such as the invasive ant Wasmannia 
auropunctata cause irrevocable harm to the native biodiversity.
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