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he described 68 from his own collections. In addition to a broad discussion of the 
archipelago’s ant fauna, the treatise also includes keys to Melanesian species of Anoche-
tus, Crematogaster, Cryptopone, Eurhopalothrix, Leptogenys, Myrmecina, Triglyphothrix 
(= Tetramorium), Turneria, and Wheeleripone (= Gnamptogenys). Additional relevant 
publications from Mann include descriptions of ant guests from Fiji and the Solomon 
Islands (Mann 1920), and accounts from his travels in the Solomon Islands (and else-
where) in his book Ant Hill Odyssey (Mann 1948).

H. Viehmeyer (1924) described a new subspecies Euponera (Mesoponera) mela-
naria subsp. manni (= Pachycondyla manni) from Mann’s collections at the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology (MCZ). H. Donisthorpe (1941) described Nylanderia manni 
from a worker that was on the same pin as several workers of Camponotus loa Mann, 
all of which were labeled as Iridomyrmex myrmecodiae Emery (= Philidris myrmecodiae). 
Donisthorpe attributed the close similarity of all three species to mimicry.

W.M. Wheeler’s first contribution to the Solomon Island ant fauna was his de-
scription of Opisthopsis manni based on specimens collected by Mann from Malau-
paina (Wheeler 1918). Wheeler (1934) later published on ants collected by Maurice 
Willows Jr. from the Santa Cruz and Danger Islands. He listed the names and collec-
tion records of 27 currently recognized taxa, including original descriptions for two 
species (Nylanderia dichora, Stereomyrmex dispar) and one subspecies (Polyrhachis la-
bella brunneipes), along with the first published record of Tapinoma melanocephalum 
from the Solomons (Wetterer 2009). These records are combined with those of Forel 
and Mann in Wheeler (1935b).

William Brown treated many Solomon Island taxa in his revisions (Brown 1948; 
1958a; b; 1960; 1975; 1976; 1978; 1988; 1995; Willey and Brown 1983). Gressitt 
(1958) reported on the pest behavior of Iridomyrmex myrmecodiae (= Philidris myrme-
codiae) invading buildings in Malaita. According to Wilson (1962), the B.P. Bishop 
Museum, Honolulu, initiated a collecting program in the Solomons under the direc-
tion of Gressitt, and there is likely a considerable amount of ant material that remains 
unreported in the literature.

Research on economically important ants involved in coconut production was 
an active field in the Solomons from the 1930’s through the 1960’s (Leston 1973; 
Lever 1933; 1961; O’Conner 1949; 1950; Phillips 1940; 1956). E.S. Brown (1959) 
recorded over 60 species of ants (including five new country records) collected during 
his work among coconut plantations in Guadalcanal and Malaita.

Philip J.M. Greenslade has arguably collected more thoroughly across the Solomons 
than anyone since Mann. Greenslade published seven papers between 1964 and 1988 
based on fieldwork he conducted in the Solomons (Greenslade 1964; 1971a; b; 1972; 
Greenslade and Greenslade 1970; 1971; 1977). The research focused primarily on the 
ecology of ants that are dominant in coconut plantations and are involved in the biological 
control of a coconut pest, Amblypelta cocophaga China and the premature nutfall of coconut 
fruit. In addition to providing valuable ecological information on the four most dominant 
ant species in these plantations (Anoplolepis gracilipes (Smith, F.), Oecophylla smaragdina 
Forel, Pheidole megacephala (Fabricius) and Philidris cordata (Smith, F.)), Greenslade also 


