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nus. Sarnat and Moreau (2011) included Pheidole species from the Solomons in their 
phylogenetic and biogeographic analysis of the Fijian Pheidole and selected congeners 
from across the Pacific.

Methods

Compilation of names

In order to compile a comprehensive and accurate inventory of ant species recorded 
from the Solomon Islands, we researched taxonomic names that were associated with 
the region in the literature. We reviewed the names of all taxa that were originally 
described from Solomons, reviewed specimen records from Antweb.org, reviewed the 
species list for the Solomon Islands presented on Antwiki <http://www.antwiki.org/
Solomon_Islands>, searched the Formis database (Porter and Wojcik 2012) for all 
relevant literature containing the term ‘Solomon’, and reviewed relevant taxonomic 
and regional literature. We also reviewed a dataset of ca. 1,040 specimen records of 
identified ants collected in the Solomon Islands that are deposited at the ANIC (Aus-
tralian National Insect Collection, Canberra). We used the Bolton (2012) catalog to 
determine the valid names of all the species on the list. The Bolton (2012) catalog does 
not recognize the synonymy of Cryptopone with Pachycondyla, as implicitly proposed 
by Mackay & Mackay (2010), and the name is retained here as valid.

Names were eliminated where we found evidence of misidentification or geographic 
inconsistencies such as geographic names erroneously considered as belonging to the Solo-
mon Islands. We also reconciled situations in which different authors may have referred to 
the same species by different valid names. For example, there were instances in which we 
believe one author referred to a taxon using its specific name, and another author referred 
to the same taxon by its infraspecific name. In cases such as these, and in the absence of 
additional evidence, we use the infraspecific name. We also note which other names we 
interpret as referring to the same taxon, and which publications those names occur in.

In addition to the valid names, we also use morphospecies codes to refer to pre-
sumptive species that either we or previous authors were unable to determine. The 
morphospecies code is ‘BP’ (The administrative code for the Solomon Islands) fol-
lowed and a unique two-digit number (e.g. ‘Camponotus sp. BP01’).

Bougainville is considered to belong geographically but not politically to the Solo-
mons. As such we do not include species recorded from Bougainville that have not also 
been reported from at least one of islands to its east.

Survey of Makira

In addition to basing the present study on the aforementioned published records, we also 
include records from our own recent survey of the Solomons. Three of the authors (E.P.E., 
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