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also varies in orientation, usually projecting anteriorly, but sometimes projecting more 
ventrally, making it difficult to view.

The structure of the basal margin of the mandible usually correlates with the shape of 
the anterior clypeal margin (see Figure 19). This is because clypeal teeth, if present, usu-
ally merge with the basal margin of the mandible when the mandibles are closed. When 
the anterior clypeal margin is entire or only has a median emargination, the basal margin 
of the mandible is straight to slightly sinuous. When the anterior clypeal margin is un-
dulating or forming teeth, the basal margin of the mandible is sinuous and usually has a 
distinct, shallow to deep basal depression. In some species, the basal depression is accom-
panied by a small tooth that projects inward from the proximal edge of the depression.

The clypeus and basal margin of the mandible are very useful in species identi-
fication. Consequently, it is highly recommended that specimens be mounted with 
mandibles open. If all specimens from a series have the mandibles closed, then the 
mandibles should be carefully pried open (before mounting) by pushing a pin between 
the mandibles from the ventral side of the head.

Color. Overall body and appendage color and the contrast between the two can 
be very useful in separating some species. Body color ranges from jet black to pale yel-
low, with red-black, brown-black, orange-brown, or brown as common intermediate 
colors. Sometimes species have a mottled appearance, with areas of dark or light cuticle 
occurring irregularly. Appendages are almost always lighter in color, usually becoming 
very light toward the extremities. It is important to note that older museum specimens 
lose their color, often having a faded red-brown color (see Figures 73, 82, 85, 150).

Gastral pilosity. On a given Stenamma specimen, pilosity on the body dorsum is gen-
erally similar in form, but it is usually best viewed on the gastral tergites. Among species, 
pilosity varies in length, density, thickness, and whether or not it is separated into two 
distinct layers (Figure 5). There is a continuum from being long, sparse, and clearly single 
layered, to being short, dense, and clearly bilayered, with the bilayered pilosity consisting 
of a longer layer of suberect to subdecumbent setae and a shorter layer of subdecumbent 

Figure 4. Clypeus structure in S. maximon (CASENT0604875) A Clypeus in full-face view B Clypeus 
in anterodorsal view.


