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to appressed setae. The suberect, upper layer of setae can sometimes be distinctly thick-
ened (i.e. stout), and the lower layer can be either very sparse or very dense and thin, be-
coming pubescent. Using this character is complicated by the fact that some species have 
intermediate character states and some species show substantial intraspecific variation.

Sculpture. In principal I adhere to the terminology and philosophy of Harris 
(1979). Surface sculpture varies greatly among MAC Stenamma species and is a very 
good separatory character. There are three main patterns of sculpturing: entire body 
smooth and shiny; face smooth and shiny, but mesosoma mostly sculptured; and head 
and mesosoma completely sculptured. It is also common for the pronotum to become 
smooth and shiny, whereas the remainder of the body is sculptured (Figure 6). The 
gaster is usually always smooth and shiny except for a few species that have variably 
developed basal punctae. Sculpture types include carinae, rugae, rugoreticulae, costae, 
punctae, and foveae, as well as the diminutive forms of all types. I often use the term 
punctae in a broad sense to refer to what might also be described as punctulae or fove-
olae. Species that occur over a broad elevational range usually have variable sculptur-
ing, with specimens from higher elevations becoming smoother and shinier. Species 
that vary substantially in this way are more difficult to characterize.

Frontal lobes and posterior extension of the clypeus. There is significant variation in 
the width of the frontal lobes and the width of the depressed area in between the lobes 
(Figure 7). In some species the frontal lobes are strongly expanded laterally or dor-
solaterally. This variation is characterized quantitatively with the measurement FLD 
and the index FLI. It is also described qualitatively by whether or not the underlying 
torular lobes are covered by the frontal lobes in full-face view. The area in between 
the frontal lobes, referred to here as the posterior extension of the clypeus, can be very 
narrow to quite wide, with the sides varying in shape from subparallel to strongly hour-

Figure 5. Comparison of gastral pilosity among several Stenamma species A S. diversum 
(CASENT0606723) B S. monstrosum (CASENT0621327) C S. lagunum (CASENT0622371) D S. 
schmidti (INB0003665417) e S. longinoi (JTLC000007475).


