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parallel to slightly diverging anteriorly; frontal lobes of moderate width (FLD 0.20–0.29, 
FLI 29–32), not greatly obscuring torular lobes in full-face view; head roughly oval-
shaped (CI 86–93), with posterior margin flat, to genetly convex, not depressed medially; 
eye relatively large (EL 0.14–0.18, REL 18–23), oval-shaped, with 8–10 ommatidia at 
greatest diameter; face with a fan of carinulae extending from frontal lobes to just past 
midpoint of head (type population) or further, sometimes reaching posterior and lat-
eral margins, carinulae when completely covering face, often very dense (almost striate); 
gena with some carinulae; posterolateral and ventral surfaces of head smooth and shiny; 
scape of moderate length (SI 83–101), reaching, but not distinctly surpassing posterior 
margin of head in full-face view; scape surface mostly smooth, with scattered piligerous 
punctae; flagellum with distinct 4-segmented antennal club; promesonotum completely 
smooth and shiny (type population), or with a variable number of transverse striae on 
dorsal surface, remainder of mesosoma mostly smooth, except for transverse carinulae on 
propodeal dorsum, and a few rugulae on side of propodeum and mesopleuron; prome-
sonotum in profile domed, symmetrical, and moderately to strongly bulging; metanotal 
groove distinct, but often shallow; propodeal spines absent (PSL 0.10–0.15, PSI 0.7–
1.0); dorsum of propodeum in profile slightly to strongly convex, usually not flat; petiole 
and postpetiole almost completely smooth and shiny, with only faint vestigial punctae 
sometimes present, mostly on venters; postpetiole in profile bulging, globular, appear-
ing more voluminous than petiolar node (PPH/PH 0.89–1.06, PW/PPW 0.73–0.84); 
petiole in profile appearing of moderate length (PL/HW 0.50–0.58); petiolar node in 
profile nearly symmetrical, dorsum of node broadly rounded, and pointed vertically to 
slightly posteriad; gaster smooth and shiny, with scattered piligerous punctae; face with 
short suberect to decumbent pilosity; setae on remainder of body dorsum sparse, long, 
and mostly suberect; setae on scapes subdecumbent; setae on legs mostly subdecumbent, 
with longer suberect setae on femoral venters and coxae.

Queen description. (5 measured) HL 0.82–0.94 (0.82), HW 0.73–0.87 (0.73), 
FLD 0.23–0.27 (0.23), PCW 0.07–0.09 (0.07), SL 0.70–0.92 (0.70), EL 0.22–0.23 
(0.22), ACL 0.71–0.78 (0.72), ML 1.18–1.42 (1.18), PrW 0.66–0.79 (0.66), PSL 
0.13–0.15 (0.14), SDL 0.12–0.15 (0.13), PL 0.44–0.52 (0.44), PH 0.26–0.30, PW 
0.19–0.23 (0.19), PPL 0.29–0.35 (0.29), PPH 0.27–0.31 (0.27), PPW 0.25–0.30 
(0.25), MFL 0.86–0.99 (0.86), MTL 0.68–0.79 (0.68), CI 89–93 (89), SI 88–108 
(96), REL 25–30 (30), FLI 30–32 (31), PSI 0.9–1.1 (1.0), MFI 85–91 (85), ACI1 
62–63 (63), ACI2 79–103 (103).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: face 
sculpture usually slightly longer, and denser; pronotum with faint transverse striations; 
posterior half of mesoscutum with median patch of longitudinal carinulae; scutellum 
longitudinally carinulate; wing venation as in Figure 49D.

Male. See Figure 49E–G.
Biology. The nesting biology of S. alas is described in detail in Longino (2005) and was 

reviewed in the overview of natural history section above, but is summarized again here. 
Stenamma alas is a specialized inhabitant of clay bank environments. Nests are found in 
nearly vertical clay banks along streams or vertical cuts along trails. Stenamma alas occurs in 


