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Figure 48. Stenamma alas worker variants. Head, profile, and dorsal views A–C Variant 1 
(CASENT0600114) D–F Variant 2 (CASENT0606832).

relatively pristine wet forest habitats from 50 to approximately 1800 m (note the holotype 
form of S. alas only reaches about 1600 m). I have noticed that S. alas is most abundant at 
mid-elevations between 300–800 m elevation. At lower elevations, S. expolitum, which is a 
closely related and often sympatric species, seems to be more dominant.

Colonies include one to five closely spaced nests, but the queen, brood, and most 
of the workers only occupy one of them. Colonies seem to be continually building new 
nests and occasionally migrating from one to another. Each nest consists of a horizon-
tally oriented ear-like turret that is sunk into a small alcove. The nest entrance is in the 
middle of the turret. Next to the entrance the workers always maintain a small clay 
“door pebble” and when the proper stimulus is applied to the nest entrance, such as an 
army ant or other predaceous ant, an S. alas worker quickly emerges from the nest and 
closes the entrance with the pebble. It is hypothesized that all of these complex nesting 
behaviors evolved to avoid predation by army ants.

Each S. alas nest contains a single small chamber. Colonies are fairly large for 
Stenamma, with up to 250 individuals. All excavated colonies have contained only one 
egg-laying queen. Foragers are solitary, slow moving and freeze when disturbed. It is 
unknown what S. alas forages on primarily, but I have observed workers returning to 
the nest with cookie baits and small pieces of unidentified organic matter, suggesting 
that the species might be a generalist scavenger.

Comments. Stenamma alas, along with S. expolitico and S. expolitum, belongs to 
the expolitum species group (a diagnosis of this group is given under S. expolitum be-
low). Stenamma alas is easily separated from S. expolitico and S. expolitum by compar-
ing the sculpturing on the face and promesonotal dorsum. In the field, the holotype 
form of S. alas (discussed below) can be separated from S. expolitum by the structure 


