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Biology. This species is a cloud forest specialist ranging from 1550–2030 m eleva-
tion, and is known from one leaf litter sample and one nest collection. The nest was 
collected underneath the bark of a large log in cloud forest near the edge of dwarf 
forest. The entire nest was not censused, but it was relatively large, with at least 100 
workers, a single queen and brood.

Comments. Stenamma atribellum is a distinctive species that should not be con-
fused with any other MAC species. Molecular phylogenetic data show that it is sister 
to S. callipygium, which is the only other Stenamma species to have an elongate anterior 
gastral constriction (Branstetter unpublished data). This character joins S. atribellum 
and S. callipygium in the atribellum species group. Stenamma atribellum can be sepa-
rated from S. callipygium by its completely smooth and shiny sculpture and emarginate 
anterior clypeal margin. Furthermore, these species have not been collected in sympa-
try and both appear to be narrow endemics.

Stenamma atribellum might be confused with the superficially similar S. alas and 
S. expolitum, which are both mostly smooth and shiny. However, these latter species 
do not have the anterior constriction of the gaster elongate and they tend to have more 
facial sculpture (especially in S. alas). These species are also geographically separated 
from each another.

Material examined. HONDURAS: Cortés: Parque Nacional Cusuco, 
15.50739°N, 88.23373°W, 2030m, 3 Jun 2010 (M. G. Branstetter); 25km N Co-
fradia, PN Cusuco, [ca. 15.497°N, 88.227°W], 1550m, 26 Aug 1994 (S. & J. Peck).

Stenamma brujita sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:746AA110-6E0F-4B6B-8718-46F8F6ABF231
http://species-id.net/wiki/Stenamma_brujita
Worker: Figures 54, 55; Queen: Figure 56; Map: Figure 57

Stenamma mgb05 [variant 3 below] Branstetter, 2012: phylogeny.

Type material. Holotype worker. GUATEMALA, Zacapa: 2km SE La Unión, 
14.94706°N, 89.27660°W ±50m, 1550m, 12 May 2009, cloud forest, ex sifted leaf litter 
(LLAMA, collection Wa-B-03-1-32) [USNM, specimen CASENT0604945]. Paratypes: 
same data as holotype but 14.94460°N, 89.27726°W ±57m, 1550m, 12 May 2009 (LLA-
MA, Wm-B-03-1-04), [1w, CAS, CASENT0623248], [1w, EAPZ, CASENT0623249], 
[1w, ECOSCE, CASENT0623250], [1w, FMNH, CASENT0623251], [1w, ICN, 
CASENT0623252, [1w, INBio, CASENT0623253], [1w, JTLC, CASENT0623527], 
[1w, LACM, CASENT0623254], [2w, MGBPC, CASENT0623528, 
CASENT0623529], [1w, MCZ, CASENT0623255], [1w, MZSP, CASENT0623256, 
[1w, UCD, CASENT0623257], [1w, UNAM, CASENT0623258], [1dq, 1w, USNM, 
CASENT0606239, CASENT0606656], [1w, UVGC, CASENT0623259].

Worker diagnosis. Integument mostly black, red-black, or brown; medium to 
large-sized species (see HL, ML, PrW below); head and mesosoma foveate to coarsely 

http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:746AA110-6E0F-4B6B-8718-46F8F6ABF231
http://species-id.net/wiki/Stenamma_brujita

