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terior margin; waist sculpture variable, nodes usually mostly smooth and shiny, but 
sometimes more punctate and/or with longitudinal costae or rugulae, ventral surface 
punctate, dorsal surface of peduncle punctate and with a variable number of rugulae; 
gaster mostly smooth and shiny, with scattered piligerous punctae, and short furrows 
on anterior constriction where gaster inserts into postpetiole; most of body with rela-
tively long standing pilosity; scape either with a single layer of mostly decumbent setae, 
or bilayered with a sparse layer of longer suberect setae over a denser decumbent layer 
(type population); gastral pilosity relatively long and somewhat dense, with most setae 
suberect to subdecumbent; setae on legs suberect to decumbent, with some popula-
tions having predominately suberect setae (type population) and others mainly decum-
bent setae, longer suberect setae always present on femoral venters and coxae.

Queen description. (5 measured) HL 0.96–1.03 (1.03), HW 0.91–0.99 (0.99), 
FLD 0.26–0.29 (0.29), PCW 0.05–0.07 (0.06), SL 0.84–0.89 (0.89), EL 0.17–0.19 
(0.17) ACL 0.68–0.72 (0.71), ML 1.47–1.57 (1.57), PrW 0.76–0.82 (0.82), PSL 
0.18–0.28 (0.28), SDL 0.13–0.16 (0.13), PL 0.59–0.61 (0.60), PH 0.28–0.32 (0.31), 
PW 0.22–0.25 (0.24), PPL 0.27–0.33 (0.32), PPH 0.23–0.28 (0.28), PPW 0.25–
0.31 (0.29), MFL 1.01–1.06 (1.06), MTL 0.79–0.85 (0.85), CI 93–97 (97), SI 86–94 
(90), REL 17–20 (17), FLI 28–31 (29), PSI 1.1–2.1 (2.1), MFI 87–95 (93), ACI1 
63–64 (63), ACI2 80–85 (80).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and the following: Pro-
podeal spines less variable (PSL 0.18–0.28, PSI 1.1–2.1), usually present, of moderate 
length, and thick at base (only Nahá population with spines tuberculate); setae on 
scape less variable, usually with a sparse layer of longer suberect setae and a layer of 
denser decumbent setae (only Nahá population with setae uniformly subdecumbent); 
wing venation as in Figure 56D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma brujita is known only from Winkler and Berlese samples of 

leaf litter collected from the floor of wet forest habitats (e.g. lowland rainforest, mon-
tane wet forest, cloud forest, pine cloud forest, oak-pine forest). The species has a 
broad elevational range, occurring from 200–1800 m, but it is most common at mid-
elevations (1000–1500 m).

Comments. The combination of large size, small eyes, and foveate sculpture make 
S. brujita a very distinctive species, unlikely to be confused with any other MAC spe-
cies. However, S. zelum, which is not closely related to S. brujita (Branstetter 2012), has 
converged on a similar phenotype and may cause problems with identification. Fortu-
nately, these two species are geographically isolated from one another, with S. brujita 
reaching only as far south as northwestern Honduras, and S. zelum extending only 
as far north as northeastern Honduras. Using morphology, Stenamma brujita can be 
distinguished from S. zelum by its more rounded head (rectangular in S. zelum), longer 
propodeal spines (PSI 1.3–2.9 vs. 1.0–1.3), and lower FLI (27–31 vs. 31–34). In addi-
tion, the anterior clypeal margin forms four sharp teeth in S. zelum, with the outer teeth 
usually strongly projecting. In contrast, most populations of S. brujita have the anterior 


