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with transverse carinulae/rugulae that wrap around surface; mesopleuron mostly 
smooth; lower layer of setae on gastral dorsum very dense, almost pubescent; wing 
venation as in Figure 70D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma crypticum is a rather common component of the leaf litter in 

mid- to high-elevation mesic forest habitats in Central America. It has been collected 
from 900–2800 m, but is most common from 1500–2500 m. Habitat types include 
cloud forest, mesophyll forest, oak forest, and mixed hardwood forest. Most collec-
tions come from samples of sifted leaf litter collected from the forest floor, but some 
specimens are also known from cookie baits. Nests have never been found, but dealate 
queens, as well as workers, are common in the leaf litter, suggesting that nests might 
be in this stratum.

Comments. Stenamma crypticum should be distinguished easily from S. igno-
tum and S. picopicucha using the diagnostic characters given above. As noted under 
S. connectum above, separating S. crypticum from S. connectum and S. huachucanum 
is more challenging. This is because each species comprises a complex of multiple 
divergent populations, with no clear evidence of sympatry among distinct forms. Us-
ing morphology alone, it might be best to name a single species; however, molecular 
phylogenetic data strongly suggest the existence of at least three species (Branstetter 
unpublished data). Even though some populations/specimens may prove difficult to 
identify, I have chosen to delimit these species as best as possible. There are a few key 
morphological characters that separate the type populations of each species from one 
another, but when considering all populations, geography is useful.

Stenamma crypticum occurs mainly in Nuclear Central America from Chiapas, 
Mexico to Honduras, whereas S. connectum is found north of S. crypticum in Verac-
ruz, Mexico and on the wet, Caribbean slope of Oaxaca. Complicating this picture, 
however, are a few specimens collected from Veracruz at 1600 m (11km N San Andrés 
Tuxtla). These specimens lack the broadly rounded propodeal lobes characteristic of S. 
connectum and have a mostly smooth promesonotum. I tentatively identify these speci-
mens as S. crypticum, but I find it possible that they could actually be abberant mem-
bers of S. connectum, which has been collected close by at a slightly lower elevation 
(1400 m). The phylogenetic position of the putative S. crypticum specimens has not 
been assessed. Stenamma huachucanum is distributed from the southwestern U.S.A. to 
Oaxaca, where it occurs only on the drier western side of the state. A wet forest version 
of S. huachucanum occurs in eastern Mexico from Tamaulipas to Puebla.

Stenamma picopichuca can be separated from S. crypticum using the diagnostic 
characters listed above, but I am somewhat uncertain about the phylogenetic place-
ment and status of this species. Stenamma picopichucha has the basal margin of the 
mandible like S. ignotum and the anterior clypeal margin like S. crypticum. Because of 
several other similarities, I was originally going to include S. picopicucha in S. crypti-
cum, but I later discovered that the two species occur in sympatry at Cusuco in Hon-
duras. At this site, specimens of S. crypticum clearly have a sinuous basal margin of the 
mandible and specimens of S. picopicucha have a straight margin. The phylogenetic 


