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glass-shaped, with middle of hourglass narrow (PCW 0.02–0.03); frontal lobes notice-
ably expanded (FLD 0.19–0.22, FLI 24–26), completely obscuring the torular lobes 
in full-face view; head roughly oval-shaped (CI 83–87), posterior margin with a slight 
median depression; eye of moderate size (EL 0.09–0.11, REL 14–17), oval-shaped, 
with 5–6 ommatidia at greatest diameter; head strongly rugoreticulate (not quite fove-
ate), with a few short costae extending back from the frontal lobes and posterior clypeal 
extension; scape somewhat short (SI 84–89), not reaching posterior margin of head 
when laid back; scape surface shiny, but somewhat rough, with scattered piligerous 
punctae, punctulae, and fine striae; flagellum with a somewhat distinct 4-segmented 
antennal club; mesosoma mostly strongly rugose to rugoreticulate, with finer reticulae, 
becoming punctae, on pronotal side and anepisternum, rugae near anterior margin of 
pronotal dorsum usually with a transverse orientation; propodeal dorsum and decliv-
ity with transverse carinulae; promesonotum in profile low-domed and roughly sym-
metrical, but anterior declivity somewhat shorter and steeper; metantoal grove well-
demarcated, of moderate width and depth; anterodorsal margin of propodeum with 
a small welt; propodeal spines present and of moderate length (PSL 0.16–0.19, PSI 
1.8–2.2); petiole appearing of moderate length (PL/HW 0.52–0.55); petiolar node 
relatively small (PH/PL 0.53–0.56), domed, but slightly asymmetrical in profile, with 
the anterior face longer and more sloping than posterior face; postpetiole subspheri-
cal, without a prominent dorsal node; anterior faces of petiolar and postpetiolar nodes 
smooth and shiny, anterior and lateral sides with a variable number of rugulae and 
faint punctae; ventral surfaces of waist segments punctate; most of body dorsum with 
short standing pilosity; setae on scape mostly subdecumbent; gastral setae short, and 
clearly bilayered, with a layer of suberect setae, and a layer of slightly shorter but denser 
subdecumbent setae; setae on legs mostly appressed with some suberect setae on coxae 
and femoral venters.

Queen description. (1 measured) HL 0.78, HW 0.71, FLD 0.26, PCW 0.04, SL 
0.59, EL 0.17, ACL 0.57, ML 1.10, PrW 0.63, PSL 0.21, SDL 0.12, PL 0.41, PH 
0.22, PW 0.18, PPL 0.22, PPH 0.21, PPW 0.18, MFL 0.66, MTL 0.55, CI 90, SI 84, 
REL 24, FLI 37, PSI 1.8, MFI 107, ACI1 66, ACI2 97.

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
with transverse rugae/rugoreticulae; mesoscutum more rugose than rugoreticulate, 
with rugae longitudinal in orientation; scutellum with a central patch of smooth cuti-
cle surrounded by longitudinal rugae; mesopleuron partly smooth and shiny.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. This species has been collected from only a few samples of sifted leaf litter 

from the forest floor. It inhabits montane wet forest from approximately 1200–1400 
m elevation. The shape of the anterior margin of the clypeus is unique among Stenam-
ma species. Most peculiar is the strongly projecting median lobe, which forms a tooth-
like protuberance. This trait probably correlates with diet specialization, but nothing is 
known yet about prey choice in this species.

Comments. The structure of the clypeus is unique among known Stenamma spe-
cies. Thus, S. cusuco should not be confused with any other species.


