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riorly; petiole relatively long and wedge-shaped (PL/HW 0.60-0.65), node variable, 
appearing rather robust to slightly more gracile, always angled so that the apex points 
posteriad; anterior slope of petiole usually long and rising gradually from peduncle, but 
sometimes shorter and rising more abruptly; posterior slope of petiole short and nearly 
vertical; dorsum of petiolar node viewed from posterior side flat, to depressed medi-
ally, to slightly convex; dorsal portion of petiolar node distinctly wider than ventral 
portion; postpetiolar node in profile smaller than petiolar node (PPH/PH 0.85–0.94), 
dome-shaped, slightly asymmetrical, with anterior slope longer and more sloping than 
posterior slope; petiole and postpetiole generally smooth and shiny, nodes with several 
deep furrows, ventral surfaces faintly punctate; gaster mostly smooth and shiny, with 
scattered piligerous punctae, and furrows on anterior constriction where gaster inserts 
into postpetiole; most of body with a relatively sparse layer of long, flexuous setae; 
setae on scapes and legs varying from mostly suberect to mostly decumbent; setae on 
femoral venters and coxae always longer and suberect to subdecumbent.

Queen description. (5 measured) HL 0.73–0.80 (0.80), HW 0.69–0.78 (0.78), 
FLD 0.25–0.30 (0.30), PCW 0.07–0.10 (0.10), SL 0.58–0.65 (0.65), EL 0.17–019 
(0.18), ACL 0.51–0.59 (0.59), ML 1.05–1.17 (1.17), PrW 0.63–0.71 (0.69), PSL 
0.30–0.33 (0.32), SDL 0.09–0.11 (0.09), PL 0.46–0.53 (0.51), PH 0.24–0.26 (0.26), 
PW 0.21–0.23 (0.23), PPL 0.21–0.25 (0.22), PPH 0.23–0.25 (0.25), PPW 0.23–
0.25 (0.25), MFL 0.70–0.79 (0.79), MTL 0.56–0.64 (0.64), CI 94–98 (97), SI 82–86 
(84), REL 23–27 (24), FLI 26–38 (28), PSI 2.9–3.4 (3.4), MFI 98–99 (99), ACI1 
65–66 (65), ACI2 86–90 (90).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and the following: costae 
on mesoscutum with a decidedly longitudinal orientation, but often wavy, and usually 
with some reticulation anteriorly; costae on side of propodeum longitudinal in orienta-
tion; mesopleuron mostly smooth and shiny; wing venation as in Figure 75D.

Male. See Figure 75E–G.
Biology. Stenamma diversum occurs in relatively pristine wet forest habitats from 

sea level to about 1,100 m elevation. It is a particularly interesting species because it 
has convergently evolved many of the same nesting behaviors as S. alas and S. expoli-
tum, even though it is not closely related (Branstetter 2012, unpublished data). Like 
these species, S. diversum is a specialist inhabitant of areas dominated by red clay sub-
strate (Branstetter pers. obs.). Nests are commonly found in banks bordering streams 
or trails, in steep slopes, and sometimes in small patches of vertical clay that form 
under roots at tree bases. The architecture of a nest of S. diversum is very similar to 
that of S. alas. The external portion of the nest consists of a small, ear-like turret that is 
usually sunk into a shallow alcove. At the center of the ear is the nest entrance, which 
leads to a single, small chamber. Unlike S. alas or S. expolitum, there is only a single 
nest per colony and colonies are quite small, with a single queen and maybe a dozen 
workers. Also, S. diversum does not have a “door pebble” to be used to block the nest 
entrance from predators, as reported by Longino (2005) for S. alas and S. expolitum. 
Workers of S. diversum are slow moving and appear to be most active during the day. 
The convergent nature of S. alas and S. diversum nests is striking and begs further 


