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Stenamma excisum forms a difficult species complex composed of several allopat-
ric variants, which probably constitute distinct species. The type form is known only 
from two sites in Honduras, where it is unusually abundant in leaf litter samples. The 
most important features of this form are the rugoreticulate sculpture on the prono-
tal dorsum and the nearly triangular excision in the anterior clypeal margin. Other 
characteristics specific to this form are indicated in the species description above (see 
parenthetical comments). Specimens from the populations in Honduras and the next 
closest population are quite divergent from one another. Furthermore, the type form 
seems to be confined to lower elevations, whereas the other variants usually occur at 
mid elevations. For these reasons, I highly suspect that there are multiple species within 
S. excisum as it is described here. However, too few collections have been made in in-
tervening areas to adequately assess variation and species boundaries.

Variant 1 (Figure 78A–C) is known mainly from mid-elevation sites along the 
wet eastern slopes of the mountains in Oaxaca, Mexico, but a single specimen is also 
known from Nahá in Chiapas, Mexico. This variant is very similar to the type popula-
tion, but differs as follows: smaller overall body size; body color darker, mostly dark 
orange-brown; sculpture on pronotal dorsum longitudinally rugose, without reticulae.

Variant 2 (Figure 78D–F) occurs in the same area as variant 1, but the two forms 
have not been collected together. It is similar to variant 1 except for the following: 
anterior clypeal margin with a shallow median emargination, lacking a deep excision; 
propodeal spines in profile longer and somewhat sinuous; anterior margin of propo-
deal dorsum with a more distinct welt; postpetiole in dorsal view much wider than 
petiolar node (PW/PPW 0.55–0.61).

Variant 3 (Figure 78G–I) is known from a single aberrant specimen collected near 
variant 2, but from a slightly higher elevation. It differs from variant 2 as follows: an-
terior clypeal margin intermediate between variant 1 and 2, with a shallow excision; 
propodeal spines short, almost tuberculate; antennal segments 11 and 12 noticeably 
bulging; postpetiolar node mostly smooth; postpetiole in dorsal view not greatly ex-
panded; upper layer of setae on gastral dorsum shorter, sparser, and subdecumbent.

Variant 4 (Figure 78J–L) is found mainly in northern Mexico in Tamaulipas (El 
Cielo) and Nuevo León (Monterrey de Chipinque) states. It is a very small version 
of S. excisum and is quite divergent from the type population. I originally intended 
to describe it as a separate species, but later found intermediate-looking specimens 
from allopatric populations in Querétaro and Veracruz, Mexico. It differs from the 
type population as follows: overall body size much smaller; sculpture reduced; face 
with only light rugoreticulae, punctae, and carinulae; dorsum of pronotum with sparse 
longitudinal carinulae, interstices shiny; propodeal spines short; decumbent layer of 
pilosity on gastral dorsum sparse, suberect layer slightly thickened.

Variant 5 (Figure 79A–C) occurs in Veracruz, Mexico. It is intermediate between 
the type population and variant 4. It differs from variant 4 as follows: head and body 
densely punctate; dorsum of pronotum with longitudinal rugulae/carinulae, but inter-
stices punctate; petiolar node reaching a sharper apex, which points distinctly poste-
riad; suberect layer of pilosity on gastral dorsum (and most of body dorsum) longer.


