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Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
transversely carinulate; mesoscutum longitudinally carinulate, or carinate; scutellum 
rugoreticulate, or longitudinally carinulate to carinate; propodeum with transverse 
carinulae/carinae that wrap around surface; mesopleuron usually mostly smooth; pi-
losity on gastral tergites clearly bilayered, with a sparse layer of long, suberect setae, and 
a dense layer of appressed pubescence; wing venation in Figure 88D.

Male. See Figure 88E–G.
Biology. Stenamma felixi is one of the most widespread and common species of 

MAC Stenamma. It occurs from approximately 50–1600 m, but is most common 
above 500 m, and is always found in wet forest environments, ranging from lowland 
rainforest to cloud forest. Workers have been collected by sifting leaf litter, beating and 
sweeping vegetation, baiting, using pitfall and Malaise traps, and by general searching. 
Nests are generally quite large and have been found in rotting logs on the ground, in 
tree stumps, under bark of logs, and rarely in mud banks. A few lone foundresses have 
been found under rotting epiphyte clumps in old treefalls, and some workers have 
been collected from orchids at quarantine in the U.S. All colonies collected so far have 
been monogynous. Workers seem to be epigeic, solitary foragers, but nothing is known 
about dietary preference. A very common experience is to find lone, stray workers run-
ning across medium- to large-sized logs in forest.

Comments. This species is rather distinctive with its large size, lack of propodeal spines, 
and dense sculpturing. It should not be easily confused with any other MAC species.

Over its range, S. felixi shows considerable variation in the density and orientation 
of its sculpturing as well as in petiole shape. However, I have only identified one dis-
tinct variant (Figure 87) worth describing in more detail. Specimens from Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica have very deep carinate sculpturing on the face and mesosoma. The 
facial carinae are usually longitudinal, but occasionally reticulate laterad. The pronotal 
dorsum has longitudinal carinae, but the side of the pronotum has arcuate carinae that 
wrap across the dorsum of the metanotum. The head in profile view has a very distinc-
tive shape, in which the posterior margin of the head is very wide compared to the 
anterior margin, giving the head a somewhat triangular appearance. Lastly, the petiolar 
and postpetiolar nodes are noticeably smooth. Specimens from Colombia and Ecua-
dor and from north of Nicaragua lose the carinate sculpture. I treat all of the slight 

Figure 87. Stenamma felixi variant (CASENT0622555) A Face B Profile C Dorsum.


