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row (PCW 0.03), with sides subparallel to hourglass-shaped; frontal lobes slightly to very 
strongly expanded (FLD 0.19–0.25, FLI 31–46), either completely or mostly covering 
torular lobes in full-face view; frontal carinae weakly developed, not extending beyond 
frontal lobes; head subrectangular to somewhat oval-shaped (CI 82–88), posterior margin 
slightly depressed medially; eye appearing small (EL 0.07–0.11, REL 13–18), subcircular, 
with 4–5 ommatidia at greatest diameter; head strongly rugoreticulate, with a few longitu-
dinal costae along midline, interstices faintly punctate; scape somewhat short (SI 82–89), 
not reaching posterior margin of head when laid back; scape surface mostly smooth and 
shiny, with scattered piligerous punctae; flagellum with a somewhat distinct 4-segmented 
antennal club; mesosoma completely sculptured, except for propodeal declivity, which 
has faint transverse carinulae; promesonotal dorsum rugose to rugoreticulate and punc-
tate, with rugae transverse near anterior margin, becoming arcuate, and then longitudinal 
posteriad; mesosomal side mostly punctate, with scattered rugulae; anterodorsal margin 
of promesonotum with a somewhat distinct straight to lightly curving transverse carina, 
anterolateral margins of pronotum forming distinct shoulders in dorsal view; anterior 
declivity of pronotum in profile nearly vertical, and forming a sharp transition with the 
dorsum; promesonotum in profile low-domed, somewhat asymmetrical; metanotal grove 
distinct, deeper than average; anterodorsal margin of propodeum with a distinct welt; 
propodeal spines present, short to moderate length (PSL 0.12–0.17, PSI 1.6–1.9); petiole 
distinctly elongate and gracile (PL/HW 0.60–0.68); petiolar node relatively small (PH/
PL 0.45–0.49), subconical and roughly symmetrical in profile, with a rounded dorsum; 
postpetiolar node dorsoventrally flattened and slightly elongate (PPH/PH 0.75–0.84); 
petiolar and postpetiolar nodes almost completely smooth and shining, remaining surfac-
es of waist segments mostly punctate, with a few rugulae surrounding postpetiolar node; 
gaster mostly smooth and shiny, with scattered piligerous punctae; most of body dorsum 
with short standing pilosity; gastral pilosity clearly bilayered, with a layer of suberect setae, 
and a layer of decumbent setae; scape setae decumbent to appressed; setae on legs mostly 
decumbent to appressed, with suberect setae on coxae and femoral venters.

Queen. Unknown.
Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma hojarasca is a rare species known almost exclusively from sifted 

leaf litter collected from the forest floor. The only exception is a single specimen from 
a carrion baited pitfall trap in Belize. This species is found in montane mesophyll and 
cloud forest habitats and has been collected from 1100–1550 m elevation.

Comments. The form of the waist segments combined with the projecting median 
clypeal lobe, make S. hojarasca a very distinctive species. It should not be confused eas-
ily with any other MAC species.

The most significant form of variation within this species is the extent to which the 
frontal lobes are expanded. In the Cusuco population, the frontal lobes are greatly ex-
panded laterally and anteroposteriorly, completely covering the torular lobes in full-face 
view. In the other populations, the frontal lobes are only moderately expanded and they 
do not completely cover the torular lobes in full-face view, leaving the outer margins 
somewhat visible. I treat this as intraspecific variation until more material can be gathered.


