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Figure 97. Stenamma ignotum worker variant (CASENT0604307) A Face B Profile C Dorsum.

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
with transverse rugae/carinulae; mesoscutum densely longitudinally carinulae; scutel-
lum rugose to rugoreticulate; propodeum with transverse carinulae that wrap around 
entire surface; mesopleuron mostly smooth; gastral pilosity denser, especially lower 
decumbent layer; wing as in Figure 98D.

Male. See Figure 98E–G.
Biology. Stenamma ignotum is found in a diversity of wet forest habitats (e.g. cloud 

forest, mesophyll forest, wet oak forest) from 500 m to 2070 m elevation, but is most 
common above 1,000 m. Most collections are from sifted leaf litter taken from the forest 
floor, but it is also known from cookie baits and by general searching. A couple of nests 
have been found: one underneath a rock, and the other under epiphytes on the ground, 
both in montane wet forest. A single stray worker has been collected from a mud bank.

Comments. This species is very similar to S. crypticum, S. nonotch, and S. picopi-
cucha, but should always be separable by its having the basal margin of the mandible 
straight and the anterior clypeal margin with a distinct median emargination. Some 
specimens of S. nonotch have a nearly imperceptible notch in the anterior clypeal 
margin, but this is always very insignificant compared to the emargination present 
in S. ignotum. Sculpture on the pronotal dorsum can be compared to confirm species 
status, with S. ignotum always having distinct longitudinal carinulae and S. nonotch 
having rugoreticulae or very irregular rugae. As described in the comments section 
of S. crypticum and S. picopicucha, the latter species is intermediate between S. cryp-
ticum and S. ignotum and it is unclear to which it is most closely related. There is 
a significant gap in distribution between S. ignotum and S. picopicucha, so I highly 
doubt that they are conspecific, but this has yet to be tested by including S. picopi-
cucha in a molecular phylogeny.

There is some variation in size and sculpture among populations of S. ignotum, but 
the differences are minute. The only exception is a distinct variant (Figure 97) known 
from a single specimen from Guatemala (7.3km E Purulhá). This specimen has very 
long propodeal spines, and the dorsum of the petiolar node in profile reaches a rather 
sharp apex, which points distinctly posteriad. Until more specimens are found, I treat 
this variation as intraspecific. I have noticed that many species become more aberrant 
in the area near Purulhá, possibly because the area is very wet and cold.


