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(SI 87–98), nearly reaching posterior margin of head when laid back; scape sur-
face mostly smooth and shiny with scattered piligerous punctures; flagellum with 
a somewhat distinct 4-segmented antennal club; mesosoma densely sculptured; 
promesonotum mostly longitudinally carinulate, with some transverse carinulae 
wrapping around anterior declivity; mesopleuron and side of propodeum with ir-
regular rugulae, rugoreticulae, and punctae; propodeal dorsum and part of declivity 
with transverse carinulae, remainder of declivity smooth and shining; promesono-
tum in profile low-domed and somewhat asymmetrical, with posterior slope longer 
and shallower than anterior slope; metanotal grove well demarcated and moder-
ately deep, forming a rather smooth transition with promesonotum; anterior mar-
gin of propodeal dorsum in profile sometimes distinctly raised and separated from 
metanotal grove; propodeal spines long and rather slender (PSL 00.17–0.22, PSI 
1.9–2.2), pointing anteroposteriorly and outward from body; petiole of moderate 
length (PL/HW 0.47–0.51), peduncle in profile somewhat slender; petiolar node 
in profile somewhat high (PH/PL 0.59–0.69), subconical and roughly symmetrical, 
with a well-defined apex that points vertically; postpetiolar node in profile usually 
somewhat anteroposteriorly compressed, with apex rounded and pointing vertically 
or slightly posteriad; anterior faces of petiolar and postpetiolar nodes smooth and 
shiny, posterior faces with punctae and a few rugulae, remaining surface of waist 
punctate; gaster mostly smooth and shiny, with scattered piligerous punctae and a 
few short striae around anterior constriction; most of body with rather long stand-
ing pilosity; scape with a uniform layer of subdecumbent to appressed setae; gaster 
with a layer of long suberect setae and a sparse layer of shorter decumbent setae; 
setae on legs mostly subdecumbent to appressed, with suberect setae on coxae and 
femoral venters.

Queen. Unknown.
Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma leptospinum is known only from Winkler and Berlese samples 

of sifted leaf litter taken from the forest floor. It has been collected from 1650–2000 m 
elevation in montane wet forest habitats, including cloud forest and montane oak forest.

Comments. This species could be confused with S. longinoi, S. manni, or S. mu-
ralla, but it should be easy to distinguish by its dense carinulate sculpture and long, 
slender propodeal spines.

It is worth noting that the lateral hypostomal lobe that groups S. leptospinum with 
the other similar species is sometimes reduced, usually becoming shorter and only 
broadly rounded. When the lobe is reduced it can be more difficult to see in profile 
view, but it should still be visible from a lateroventral view. I have not seen any speci-
mens where it is completely reduced to a point, as in most other species of Stenamma.

Material examined. MÉXICO: Oaxaca: 22.4km SW Valle Nacional, 
17.59112°N, 96.39133°W, 1990m, 13 Aug 2009 (M. G. Branstetter); 40km SW 
Valle Nacional, Km93, [ca. 17.5278°N, 96.5834°W], 1900m, 26 Jul 1992 (R. S. 
Anderson); 48km S Valle Nacional, km 97, [ca. 17.595°N, 96.600°W], 2012m, 25 
Jun 1983 (S. & J. Peck).


