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dorsum, strongest on humeri; side of mesosoma strongly punctate; propodeal spines 
well-developed, somewhat robust, and distinctively shaped, being broad at the base 
and then curving outward, appearing somewhat hook-like; petiole noticeably elongate 
and bent downward at posterior margin; petiolar node in profile broad and subconi-
cal, reaching a defined apex; petiole and postpetiole almost completely punctate; first 
gastral sternite and tergite lightly punctate; pilosity on gastral dorsum somewhat dense, 
and clearly bilayered, with a layer of longer suberect to subdecumbent setae, and a 
layer of decumbent setae, both layers similar in density. Specimens with intermediate 
morphology between variant 3 and 4 occur in Oaxaca on the western, drier side of the 
state. Among these specimens there is variation in the development of punctae and 
pubescence on the gaster, which seems to be clearly linked with elevation. One popula-
tion from 2350 m (15.5km NE Oaxaca) has no punctae on the first gastral sternite and 
reduced gastral pilosity. In all other respects it is identical to populations from lower 
elevations within the state.

Variant 5 (Figure 112A–C) is known from a single collection in Jalisco, Mexico. It 
is characterized by two main features: pronotal dorsum and face densely rugoreticulate; 
pilosity on most of dorsal surface of mesosoma, waist, and gaster very dense, long, and 
flexuous. This variant is probably most similar to variant 3.

Variant 6 (Figure 112D–F) is known from several sites in Guatemala (Cerro Car-
mona, Salama, Guatemala City), and Honduras (PN Celaque), ranging from 1500–
2000 m approximately. It has the following distinctive features: head oval-shaped, 
somewhat narrow; pronotal dorsum rugoreticulate; side of pronotum punctate; body 
in profile appearing somewhat elongate and gracile; petiole long and gracile, node 
asymmetrical, with a long sloping anterior face and a short posterior face, dorsum 
usually pointing distinctly posteriad; postpetiole somewhat smaller than petiolar node, 
not bulging. I suspect this variant could be a distinct species. It occurs in sympatry 
with variant 1 of S. manni at Cerro Carmona and has been collected near S. mega-
manni. However, it is very rare (only ten specimens known), and no nests or queens 
have been found. Molecular phylogenetic data infer it to be closely related to variant 1 
and S. megamanni. More sampling is needed to test its status.

Variant 7 (Figure 112G–I) is known only from RN Datanlí El Diablo in Nicara-
gua. It is similar to variant 6, except as follows: pronotal sculpture mostly longitudinal-
ly carinulate, with a patch of smooth cuticle in middle of dorsum; pilosity more dense; 
setae on legs noticeably thickened and subdecumbent (best observed in dorsal view).

Variant 8 (Figure 112J–L) is known from two specimens collected at almost 3000 
m at the Sendero Ecologico La Maceta locality in Guatemala. It has the following 
distinguishing features: eye large, with 9 ommatidia at greatest diameter; pronotum 
mostly smooth, with some transverse carinulae; postpetiole similar in size to petiolar 
node; gastral pilosity sparse, and weekly bilayered. This variant is most similar to the 
type population, in terms of sculpture, body and eye size. Unfortunately, neither speci-
mens from the type population, nor this variant have been included in phylogenetic 
analyses, so it is unclear how they are related. A few faded specimens from Tajumulco, 
Guatemala look similar.


