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usually more developed (carinulae/rugulae longer and more distinct); mesopleuron 
mostly smooth and shiny; propodeum with transverse carinulae that wrap around en-
tire surface; lower layer of gastral setae more dense, almost pubescent; propodeal spines 
(compared to worker from same population) slightly longer, more developed (PSL 
0.13–0.17, PSI 1.4–1.7).

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma maximon is an inhabitant of high elevation wet forest habi-

tats (e.g. cloud forest, wet oak forest, hardwood forest, wet oak-pine forest), ranging 
from approximately 1700–2800 m elevation. When present, S. maximon workers are 
one of the most common components of the leaf-litter microenvironment, with most 
collections of the species made by sifting leaf litter from the forest floor. It has been 
collected also fairly commonly at cookie baits, suggesting that workers do forage epi-
geically some of the time. This is not surprising since S. maximon is a larger species 
of Stenamma. I have found only one nest of S. maximon, which was in a small log in 
leaf litter. A few stray workers have been collected also from underneath a rock. Given 
these observations, I would guess that S. maximon nests in wood in the leaf litter and 
forages both within the leaf litter and sometimes above it.

Comments. The presence of a bulging postpetiole, a sinuous basal margin of the 
mandible, and a toothed anterior clypeal margin, makes S. maximon easily separable 
from most other Stenamma species. However, S. maximon forms a complex of pheno-
typic variants (described below) and some populations lose the distinctiveness of the 
type population form and are more difficult to separate from similar species.

Distinctive features of the type population form (Figures 115, 116) are indicated 
in the species description (see parenthetical comments). Most notable are the charac-
ters mentioned in the previous paragraph, combined with a mostly smooth head and 
promesonotum. This form occurs mainly at high elevation sites in Chiapas, Mexico, 
and throughout most of Guatemala. It co-occurs with variant 1 at several sites in Gua-
temala.

Variant 1 (Figure 116A–C) includes many populations in Guatemala and Hondu-
ras. Each is variable and some are intermediate in morphology between variant 1 and 
the type form. Variant 1 differs from the type form as follows: basal margin of mandi-
ble only slightly sinuous, without a distinct basal depression; teeth of anterior clypeal 
margin reduced, sometimes only two blunt middle teeth or undulations perceptible; 
face strongly sculptured with rugoreticulae and carinulae, only sometimes posterior 
¼ of head smooth; lateral margins of promesonotal dorsum with distinctive oblique 
carinulae/rugulae that cross from upper portion of pronotal side to dorsum, middle 
of promesonotum smooth; propodeal spines reduced to blunt angles. I have found 
variant 1 with the type form most often at the locality 5km SE Antigua in Guatemala. 
Figure 116A–F shows two specimens from this locality, with D–F corresponding to 
the type form. This sympatry suggests that the two forms are somewhat reproductively 
isolated from one another. I have not separated variant 1 as a distinct species, however, 
because some populations, especially in Honduras, appear intermediate in phenotype. 
The general pattern I see is that the type form occurs in Chiapas, Mexico, to Guate-


