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ACL 0.48–0.61 (0.49), ML 0.84–1.11 (0.86), PrW 0.49–0.63 (0.49), PSL 0.11–0.16 
(0.14), SDL 0.09–0.12 (0.10), PL 0.33–0.44 (0.34), PH 0.19–0.25 (0.19), PW 0.17–0.22 
(0.18), PPL 0.15–0.22 (0.18), PPH 0.19–0.25 (0.19), PPW 0.18–0.27 (0.21), MFL 0.55–
0.73 (0.55), MTL 0.45–0.58 (0.45), CI 89–94 (94), SI 86–96 (86), REL 26–28 (26), FLI 
27–31 (27), PSI 1.3–1.4 (1.4), MFI 93–104 (104), ACI1 64–67 (66), ACI2 94–98 (98).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: side of pro-
notum rugoreticulate to transversely rugose, center of pronotum transversely carinu-
late; mesoscutum mostly foveolate to longitudinally rugose, usually with some smooth 
cuticle along midline, foveolae when present piligerous; propodeum with transverse 
carinulae that wrap around surface; mesopleuron mostly smooth; pilosity on gastral 
tergites distinctly bilayered, with a sparse layer of longer suberect to subdecumbent 
setae and a dense layer of decumbent setae, lower layer usually almost pubescent, but 
sometimes less dense and longer; wing venation as in Figure 133D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. This species is known only from extracts of sifted leaf litter collected from 

the forest floor. It occupies a variety of wet forest habitat types (e.g. rainforest, meso-
phyll forest, 2° wet forest, Liquidambar forest, cloud forest, oak-pine forest) and occurs 
from near sea level to 2000 m. Dealate queens are commonly collected in samples, 
suggesting that the species may nest in the leaf litter microenvironment.

Comments. Stenamma nonotch forms a clade with S. nanozoi, S. sandinista, and S. 
schmidti and is very similar to these species (Branstetter unpublished data). However, it 
is the only species within the clade to have the anterior clypeal margin entire, and the 
basal margin of the mandible straight. This feature makes it easy to distinguish from its 
close relatives. Stenamma nonotch is also similar to S. ignotum and S. picopicucha, which 
both have a straight basal margin of the mandible. However, neither of these species 
have the anterior clypeal margin entire.

There is some variation among populations of S. nonotch, with workers differ-
ing in size, sculpture, and shape of the propodeal spines and petiolar node. I split 
this diversity into three variant forms. The type form (Figure 131) includes all of 
the collections from Oaxaca, Mexico, which were collected below 700 m on the 
wetter side of the state. Variant 1 (Figure 132A–C) occurs at the low-elevation 
locality Salto de Agua in Chiapas, Mexico. Compared to the type population, speci-
mens are smaller, have a lighter red-brown coloration, have the propodeal spines 
slightly more robust and projecting dorsally, and have the petiolar node in profile 
somewhat anteroposteriorly compressed. Variant 2 (Figure 132A–C) occurs at the 
mid-elevation locality Nahá in Chiapas, Mexico. It is smaller than the type form 
and has the propodeal spines noticeably reduced to sharp angles, rather than sharp, 
projecting tubercles. Lastly, variant 3 (Figure 132D–F) is a high elevation ver-
sion of S. nonotch, occurring mainly at the locality Coapilla in Chiapas, Mexico. 
Compared with the type form, it is larger, has darker coloration, and has a thicker 
petiolar node. Also, the ventral margin of the petiolar node is flat, rather than with 
a small concavity. Molecular data suggest that there is significant divergence among 


