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0.29 (0.22), MFL 0.60–0.80 (0.65), MTL 0.53–0.69 (0.56), CI 88–90 (90), SI 82–89 
(88), REL 25–28 (25), FLI 26––28 (26), PSI 1.5–1.7 (1.5), MFI 95–107 (103), ACI1 
64–68 (67), ACI2 93–106 (96).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
transversely rugose laterad, becoming smooth mesad; mesoscutum ranging from most-
ly smooth, with some faint foveolae, to mostly carinulate/rugose (strength of sculpture 
correlates with pronotum sculpture of worker); scutellum longitudinally rugose, often 
with a central patch of smooth cuticle; most of katepisternum and sometimes lower 
half of anepisternum smooth; propodeal spines slightly more developed; setae on mes-
oscutum subdecumbent to appressed, more dense; pilosity in general slightly more 
dense; wing venation in Figure 135D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma ochrocnemis is known mostly from extracts of sifted leaf lit-

ter collected from the forest floor, but workers also have been found at cookie baits 
and once underneath a rock. The species is a high-elevation specialist occurring from 
approximately 1600–2750 m, with most collections around 2000 m. It inhabits wet 
montane forests, such as cloud forest, oak forest, hardwood forest, and mixed oak 
cloud forest.

Comments. The most distinctive feature of this species is its light colored legs, 
which always make it stand out from other Stenamma species when sorting specimens 
in ethanol. Stenamma ochrocnemis appears superficially similar to several other MAC 
species, but it should be separable by the characters listed in the diagnosis. Phyloge-
netic data show that S. ochrocnemis belongs to a clade that includes S. hojarasca and 
most likely S. cusuco (Branstetter unpublished data).

Across its range there is significant variation in body size, surface sculpture, gas-
tral pilosity and the configuration of the clypeus and basal margin of the mandible. I 
describe several variants here, but it should be noted that almost every population has 
some distinctive feature, making separation of this species into discrete forms some-
what arbitrary. In the type population (Figure 135), the body has a very dark red-
brown color, the pronotum is strongly rugose, the basal margin of the mandible has a 
large deep depression, and the anterior clypeal margin forms several sharp teeth. This 
form is rather distinctive and seems to be restricted to localities in Honduras.

Variant 1 (Figure 135A–C) differs from the type population in that it has the 
pronotum mostly to completely smooth and shiny, it has lighter body color, and the 
depression in the basal margin of the mandible is not as deep. This form occurs mainly 
in Chiapas, Mexico, and Guatemala. Variant 2 (Figure 135D–F) is a slightly different 
version of variant 1 and it is known from the locality Huitepec in Chiapas, Mexico. 
Workers are noticeably larger, the propodeal spines are more developed, and the peti-
ole appears elongate, with the node in profile more asymmetrical.

Variant 3 (Figure 135G–I) occurs mainly at the locality 5km SE Antigua in Gua-
temala, with similar forms at nearby sites. It has the pronotum mostly sculptured, it 
has lighter orange-brown body color, and it has the basal margin of the mandible only 
slightly sinuous, almost without a basal depression. Interestingly, this variant co-occurs 


