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and steeper than posterior face; metanotal groove relatively distinct, but anterior slope 
transitioning smoothly into promesonotum; propodeal spines tuberculate (PSL 0.08–
0.10, PSI 1.3–1.6); petiole in profile short (PL/HW 0.46–0.50); petiolar node usually 
small, somewhat dorsoventrally compressed (PH/PL 0.60–0.68), node asymmetrical 
in profile, anterior face longer and more sloping than nearly vertical posterior face, 
dorsum of node narrowly rounded, and pointing slightly posteriad; postpetiolar node 
in profile usually similar in size to petiolar node (type population), but sometimes 
bulging (PPH/PH 0.90–1.01); petiole and postpetiole usually mostly punctate, with 
only the anterior faces of the nodes smooth, but sometimes nodes mostly smooth; 
most of body dorsum with short to moderately long pilosity; pilosity on gastral dor-
sum bilayered, with a layer of long suberect setae, and a much sparser layer of short 
decumbent setae; setae on scape subdecumbent to appressed; setae on legs decumbent 
to appressed, with longer suberect setae on femoral venters and coxae.

Queen description. (5 measured) HL 0.63–0.71 (0.64), HW 0.60–0.67 (0.61), 
FLD 0.16–0.17 (0.17), PCW 0.04–0.05 (0.03), SL 0.49–0.56 (0.47 (0.47), EL 0.17–
0.20 (0.18), ACL 0.47–0.53), ML 0.91–1.05 (0.93), PrW 0.52–0.61 (0.54), PSL 
0.12–0.14 (0.12), SDL 0.08–0.10 (0.09), PL 0.31–0.36 (0.32), PH 0.18–0.21 (0.19), 
PW 0.15–0.18 (0.16), PPL 0.17–0.21 (0.19), PPH 0.19–0.22 (0.19), PPW 0.20–
0.24 (0.21), MFL 0.54–0.65 (0.55), MTL 0.46–0.56 (0.46), CI 94–96 (95), SI 81–84 
(78), REL 29–30 (29), FLI 24–27 (28), PSI 1.4–1.6 (1.4), MFI 104–110 (109), ACI1 
67–69 (68), ACI2 94–98 (101).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
with transverse carinulae; mesoscutum and scutellum carinulae; mesopleuron mostly 
smooth and shiny; propodeum transversely carinulate, with carinulae wrapping around 
surface; decumbent layer of setae on dorsum of gaster more dense.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma picopicucha occurs from 1400–2300 m elevation, and is a spe-

cialist of montane wet forest habitats, such as cloud forest and dwarf forest. Most col-
lections of this species are from samples of sifted leaf litter taken from the forest floor, 
but a few specimens are known from cookie bait cards. Nests have never been found, 
but dealate queens are common in the leaf litter, suggesting that nests might occur 
within this stratum.

Comments. Stenamma picopicucha looks like a cross between S. crypticum and 
S. ignotum. The petiole and anterior clypeal margin are more like S. crypticum, but 
the basal margin of the mandible and gastral pilosity are more similar to S. ignotum. 
I originally intended to lump this species in with S. crypticum until I noticed that the 
two species occur in sympatry near the peak at Cusuco in Honduras. It is interesting 
to note that this mountaintop population at Cusuco has the postpetiole bulging and 
smooth; as a consequence, I label this form variant 1 (Figure 143). This population is 
most likely the same as S. picopicucha based on mandible and clypeus structure. More 
normal-looking specimens occur at lower elevation on the mountain.

Material examined. HONDURAS: Cortés: 25km N Cofradia, PN Cu-
suco, [ca. 15.497°N, 88.227°W], 1550m, 26 Aug 1994 (S. & J. Peck); PN Cu-


