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PW 0.20–0.25 (0.22), PPL 0.20–0.26 (0.23), PPH 0.23–0.29 (0.25), PPW 0.25–
0.31 (0.26), MFL 0.77–0.94 (0.81), MTL 0.61–0.73 (0.64), CI 91–93 (93), SI 93–95 
(94), REL 28–30 (28), FLI 34–37 (24), PSI 2.0–2.2 (2.0), MFI 87–90 (90), ACI1 
63–66 (64), ACI2 82–90 (87).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and the following: face 
usually more sculptured, with light fan of rugulae/carinulae extending from frontal 
lobes to ocelli, sculpture around antennal sockets more distinct; costae on mesoscutum 
with a decidedly longitudinal orientation, but often wavy, and usually with some retic-
ulation anteriorly; costae on side of promesonotum longitudinal in orientation; meso-
pleuron mostly smooth and shiny; propodeal spines always present, short, projecting 
dorsoposteriad (PSL 0.18–0.21, PSI 2.0–2.2); wing venation as in Figure 163D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. Stenamma tico is restricted to wet forest habitats from sea level to about 

1500 m, being most abundant at mid elevations. Nests have never been collected of 
this species, with nearly all specimens coming from extracts of sifted leaf litter taken 
from the forest floor. Once at a site in Nicaragua I found a trail of workers migrating 
across a clay bank in montane wet forest. Although a nest site could not be found, the 
number of workers involved suggests that they were relocating the nest. The presence 
of S. tico on clay banks indicates that it may have biological characteristics very similar 
to the closely related S. diversum, which is known to nest in clay bank environments 
(see biology of S. diversum above). Stenamma tico has large, bulging eyes and it may be 
that it is more active at night than S. diversum.

Comments. Stenamma tico and S. diversum together form the diversum species 
group (diagnosis given under S. diversum above).

Within its range S. tico is unlikely to be confused with any other species. Only in 
northern Nicaragua does it occur in sympatry with its sister species S. diversum. As 
mentioned above (see comments under S. diversum), S. tico can be separated from S. 
diversum by its smaller propodeal spines and narrower frontal lobes. Stenamma tico also 
can be separated from S. diversum, as well as from the similar looking S. lobinodus, by 
its relatively long scape (SI > 95 vs. < 93) and metafemur (MFI < 89 vs. > 94).

Stenamma tico shows some elevational variation with specimens from higher locali-
ties becoming larger, darker and more sculptured (especially on the face). This variation 
appears to be continuous, and thus is unlikely due to the existence of cryptic species.

Material examined. COSTA RICA: Cartago: Navarro Farm, [ca. 9.884°N, 
83.883°W], [ca. 1100m] (W. M. Mann); Guanacaste: Est. Pitilla, 9km S Sta. Cecilia, 
P.N. Guanacaste, [ca. 10.989°N, 85.426°W], 700m (C. Moraga); P.N. Volcán Teno-
rio, Volcán Tenorio, 10.6764°N, 84.9775°W, 1650m (J. Azofeita); Heredia: 9km 
NE Vara Blanca, 10.23°N, 84.10°W, 1450-1550m (ALAS); 11km ESE La Virgen, 
10.35°N, 84.05°W, 250-350m (ALAS); 11km SE La Virgen, 10.33°N, 84.07°W, 550m 
(ALAS); 16km SSE La Virgen, 10.267°N, 84.083°W, 1050–1150m (ALAS); 12km N 
Vol. Barba, 10.250°N, 84.083°W, 1420m (J. Longino); Est. Biol. La Selva, 10.433°N, 
84.017°W, 50-150m (J. Longino); P.N. Braulio Carrillo, 10.40°N, 84.03°W, 150-
180m (TEAM); P.N. Braulio Carrillo, 10.40°N, 84.07°W, 300m (TEAM); Puntare-


