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setae on legs mostly subdecumbent to appressed, with some longer suberect setae on 
femoral venters and coxae.

Queen description. (11 measured) HL 0.66–0.77 (0.66), HW 0.60–0.70 (0.60), 
FLD 0.17–0.20 (0.18), PCW 0.05–0.07 (0.05), SL 0.53–0.64 (0.53), EL 0.18–0.20 
(0.18), ACL 0.50–0.60 (0.51), ML 0.94–1.13 (0.94), PrW 0.53–0.64 (0.54), PSL 
0.14–0.17 (0.15), SDL 0.09–0.12 (0.09), PL 0.37–0.44 (0.38), PH 0.19–0.23 (0.20), 
PW 0.16–0.19 (0.17), PPL 0.18–0.22 (0.20), PPH 0.18–0.23 (0.19), PPW 0.20–
0.24 (0.20), MFL 0.59–0.75 (0.59), MTL 0.49–0.61 (0.51), CI 90–95 (92), SI 84–95 
(87), REL 28–30 (30), FLI 26–30 (29), PSI 1.3–1.8 (1.6), MFI 90–104 (102), ACI1 
65–68 (68), ACI2 88–98 (96).

Same as worker except for standard queen modifications and as follows: pronotum 
with transverse rugae and rugoreticulae on lateral surface, changing to carinulae and 
punctae mesad; mesoscutum densely longitudinally rugose; scutellum rugose to ru-
goreticulate, sometimes with a smooth patch mesad; side of propodeum rugulose, with 
faint punctae, dorsum with transverse carinulae; wing venation as in Figure 167D.

Male. Unknown.
Biology. This species is known only from Winkler and Berlese samples of sifted 

leaf litter. It occurs from approximately 1000–2000 m elevation and inhabits a variety 
of montane mesic forest environments (e.g. cloud forest, wet oak forest, oak-pine for-
est, tropical subevergreen forest, Liquidambar forest).

Comments. Stenamma vexator is not a particularly distinctive species, but it should 
be separable from similar species by the diagnostic character states given above and in 
the key. It bears the most resemblance to S. huachucanum, which occurs in sympatry 
with S. vexator at several sites. Stenamma vexator is usually larger than S. huachucanum 
and has a longer, more distinctive petiole. Molecular phylogenetic data tentatively 
show that S. vexator is sister to the diversum species group, which includes S. diversum 
and S. tico (Branstetter 2012, unpublished data).

Several aberrant populations are worth separating out as variants of S. vexator. 
Variant 1 (Figure 166A–C) occurs at several sites in Puebla, Mexico. It has the pro-
podeal spines tuberculate, the basal margin of the mandible nearly straight, and the 
clypeal teeth reduced to blunt nubs. Variant 2 (Figure 166D–F) is known from a few 
collections taken at high elevation between Oaxaca and Valle Nacional, in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. It is larger, darker, and has reduced sculpturing, with the pronotum mostly 
smooth and shiny. It also has the propodeal spines tuberculate, and the petiolar node 
pointing more vertically. I have not seen intermediate specimens between this variant 
and the holotype form of S. vexator, so it is possible that this high elevation variant 
represents a distinct species. Variant 3 (Figure 166G–I) is known from the locality 
Coapilla in Chiapas, Mexico. These specimens are black, have reduced sculpture, and 
have the propodeal spines almost absent. The petiolar node is also sharper and pointing 
more vertically. Placement of variant 3 within S. vexator is uncertain and needs to be 
confirmed with molecular data.

Material examined. MÉXICO: Chiapas: 5km NE Coapilla, 17.17297°N, 
93.14612°W, 1850m, 26 May 2008 (M. G. Branstetter); Hidalgo: 18km NE 


