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Metric Measurements and Indices

Metric measurements were made at 50X power on a Wild microscope, with a
dual-axis (X-Y) pair of Nikon micrometers wired to an Autometronics digital
readout. All measurements were taken to the nearest thousandth of a millimeter.
Most have been rounded to two decimal places for presentation here.

Some of the measurements described below differ from those used in taxonomic
studies of other ants. These modifications are partly dictated by peculiarities of the
Pseudomyrmecinae. For example, following Kempf (1960), the compound eyes are
included in the measurement of head width in workers and queens (as well as
males), because the maximum width of the head capsule frequently occurs behind
the eyes and is blocked from view. In addition I use DPL (diagonal length of the
propodeum; see below) as a proportional measure of mesosoma (=alitrunk) length
rather than WL (Weber’s length of the entirc mesosoma) because the free
articulation of the pronotum with the rest of the thorax renders the measurement of
WL imprecise.

A number of important measurements are taken with the head in a full-face,
frontal (i.e., dorsal) view. To make such measurements comparable among all
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