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P. S. Ward acc. no. 7668-9 (MCZC). HW 0.63, HL. 0.89, EL 0.50, PL 0.37, PH
0.22.

Paratype Workers, Queens.— Same data as holotype, two workers; COSTA
RICA, Prov. Puntarenas: Manuel Antonio Natl. Park, 10m, 9°23'N, 84°09'W,
28.vii.1985, P. S. Ward acc. no. 7715-6, 1 worker; same locality, 40m, 27.vii.1985,
P. S. Ward acc. no. 7679, 1 dealate queen; Llorona, Corcovado Natl. Park, 10m,
10-14.v.1979, P. S. Ward acc. no. 3389-6, 1 worker; Sirena, Corcovado Natl. Park,
50m, 8°28'N, 83°35'W, 22.iv.1981, J. T. Longino, 1 worker; same locality,
20.xii.1981, J. T. Longino, 1 worker; COSTA RICA, Prov. Limén: Portete,
13.ii.1965, D. H. Janzen, 1 worker. (JTLC, LACM, MNCR, MZSP, PSWC,
USNM).

Type series is restricted to the above material from Costa Rica. Additional,
apparently conspecific material comes from Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Guyana,
Brazil, and Peru (see “Material examined” below).

Worker measurements (n=14)— HL 0.88-0.98, HW 0.61-0.66, MFC 0.022-0.042, CI
0.66-0.71, O1 0.55-0.61, REL 0.53-0.57, REL2 0.76-0.83, OOI 0.04-0.67, V1 0.79-0.87, FCI 0.034-0.064,
SI0.38-0.43, SI2 0.46-0.54, F1 0.48-0.55, PDI 1.20-1.61, MPI 0.029-0.059, N1 0.60-0.71, PLI 0.56-0.67,
PWI 0.48-0.59, PPWI 1.14-1.37.

Worker diagnosis.— Small, slender species (HW 0.61 — 0.66); head (Fig. 32) elongate, although
broader than that of P. tenuissimus (CI 0.66-0.71); eyes elongate, almost reaching the level of the median
ocellus; occipital margin concave in full face, dorsal view; lateral margins of pronotum rounded; fore femur
short and broad (F1 0.48-0.55); metanotal groove narrow, shallow; basal face of propodeum convex,
declivitous face flat to weakly concave, the former about 1.5 times the length of the latter; basal face of
propodeum rounding into the declivitous face at a slight (obtuse) angle, marked by a pair of erect setae;
petiole (Fig. 33) slender, low, notably longer than wide (Fig. 31; PLI 0.56-0.67); postpetiole short, globose
in lateral view, subtriangular in dorsal view, about as wide as long, and twice as wide as the petiole (PWI2
0.51-0.57). Mandibles finely striate with scattered punctures, sublucid; head, mesosoma, and petiole densely
punctulate to coriarious-imbricate, opaque; postpetiole and gaster opaque, with numerous fine piligerous
punctures. Erect pilosity very sparse (except on apex of gaster), lacking on the antennae, sides of head, upper
half of gula, femora (except for one to several setae on the ventral surface of the fore femur), tibiae, tarsi,
and most of mesosoma. Two or three pairs of short erect setae on dorsum of head; a conspicuous pair of long
(ca. 0.15 mm) erect setae on the anterolateral comers of pronotum, at the juncture of the basal and
declivitous faces of the propodeum, and on the posterior dorsum of both the petiole and postpetiole; the last
two pairs often accompanied by a pair of shorter, posterolateral setae. Appressed pubescence common on
most of body, but rather fine and inconspicuous. Grey-brown; mandibles, fronto-clypeal complex, antennae,
tarsi, pronotum, petiole, and postpetiole paler luteous-brown.

Comments.— The combination of relatively large size, broad head, and slender
petiole serves to distinguish P. spiculus from the other species in the P. subtilissimus
group (see Figs. 31-39).

Biology— The species is widespread but infrequently collected, and little is
known about its biology. Most collections are based on single individuals foraging
on low vegetation or tree-falls, in rain forest, rain forest edge, littoral forest, and
mangrove. In Costa Rica I collected a single dealate (colony-founding?) female in a
loose dead twig, hanging in low vegetation, in coastal rain forest. Type workers
from Reserva Biologica Carara were foraging on the trunk and associated vegetation
of a strangler fig tree (Ficus oerstediana) and its unidentified host tree, in an old
pasture. At this location, workers of P. tenuissimus were present on the same
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