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can be adduced in support of the subsidence or “continental”
as for the emergence or “oceanic’” origin of the archipelago.
So evenly divided are the authorities that 19, namely, Dar-
win, Wallace, Hooker, A. Agassiz, Salvin, Gncceb'\ch
Fngler, Moritz Wagner, Peschel, Wolf, Dall, Stewart,
Stearns. Snodgrass, Heller, Robinson, Williams, McNeill and
Matthew, have expressed themselves in favor of the “oceanic™
hypothesis, while an equal number, namely, H. Milnes IEd-
wards, Murray, Baur, Hemsley, Ridgway, Robinson and
Greenman, Doetger, von Thering, Handlirsch, Scharff, Ort-
mann, Ratzel, Giinther, Sarasin, Gadow. Arldt, Barbour, and
Van Denburgh, have expressed themselves as favoring a
“continental” origin of the archipelago. Eleven other work-
ers who have studied material from the islands, namely
Banks, Coquillet. Currie, Heidemann. Kellogg. Gifford,
Linell, Howard, Garman, Rothschild and Hartert, have not
committed themselves to either hypothesis. Some of the
authors who take sides in the controversy are evidently
influenced by the fancied facilities afforded by their special
groups of organisms for transportation by winds or currents
from the western coast of South or Central America. The
botanists find it easy to suppose that seeds and the spores of
ferns have thus found their way to the islands, while herpetol-
ogists balk at postulating such means of transportation for
the huge land tortoises which have been so carefully studied
by Baur and by Van Denburgh. At least one of the authors,
Robinson, has changed his views in the course of his studies.
In his first paper on the flora, written in collaboration with
Greenman', he favored the Murray-Baur hypothesis of a
continental origin of the islands, but in a more voluminous
work’®, based on additional collections, he returns to the
older Darwin-Wallace hypothesis. Some authors, like
Stearns', Dall'* and Stewart, make much of the “flotsam
and jetsom” origin of the Galapagos fauna and flora, whereas
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