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subspecies. This tends to be an inefficient
and misleading method. It is felt that
geographical variation should be analyzed
first in terms of genetically independent
characters, which would then be employed
synthetically to search for possible racial
groupings.

5. Although “insular” races (as opposed
to contiguous “continental” races) appear
at times to be exceptionally clear-cut and
have been extensively used in generaliza-
tions on raciation, the data in most avail-
able analyses are in all respects insuffi-
cient to evaluate the intricacies of this
process. It is not even certainly known in
most such cases whether distinctive iso-
lated populations are races or species.

8. We feel that as the analyses of geo-
graphical variation become more com-
plete, the trinomial nomenclatorial system
will be revealed as inefficient and super-
fluous for reference purposes. It is sug-
gested that, for the study of such varia-
tion, the use of the simple vernacular
locality citation or a brief statement of
the range involved is adequate and to
be preferred to the formal Latinized
trinomial.

REFERENCES

AvusTiN, O. L., Jr. 1952. Notes on some petrels
of the North Pacific. Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool.,
107:391-407. See p. 392.

Bonp, J. 1950. Check-list of the birds of the
West Indies. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila. See pp.
135-138.

BrowN, F. M., and Comstock, W. P. 1952,
Some biometrics of Heliconius charitonius
(Linnaeus) (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae).
Amer. Mus. Novit,, No. 1574, 1-53.

Burron, R. G. 1933. The book of the tiger,
with a chapter on the lion in India. May-
flower Press, Plymouth, England.

CARTER, G. 8. 1951. Animal evolution. Sidg-
wick and Jackson Litd., London.

CraMPTON, H. E. 1932, Studies on the varia-
tion, distribution, and evolution of the genus
Partula. The species inhabiting Moorea.
Publ. Carnegie Inst.,, No. 410.

Dick, L. R. 1940. Ecologic and genetic varia-
bility within species of Peromyscus. Admer.
Nat., 74:212-221.

Dickinson, J. C. 1952. Geographical variation
in the red-eyed towhee of the eastern United
States. Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., 107:273-352,

DoszraNnsky, T, 1952. Genetics and the origin
of species (third ed.). Columbia Univ.
Press.

DurraNT, S. D. 1946. The pocket gophers
(genus Thomomys) of Utah. Univ. Kansas
Publ., Mus, Nat. Hist., 1:1-82,

Forp, E. B. 1945. Butterflies (The New Nat.
uralist series). Collins, London. See p. 283,

GaAres, R. R. 1951, The taxonomic units in re.
lation to cytogenetics and gene ecology.
Amer. Nat., 85:31-50.

GorpscaminT, R. 1940. The material basis of
evolution. Yale Univ. Press.

Heiimayvr, C. E. 1935. Catalog of the birds
of the Americas and adjacent islands. Fielg
Mus. Nat. Hist.,, Zool. Ser. (Chicago), 13.
See pp. 362-385.

Higens, L. G. 1950. A descriptive catalogue
of the Palaearctic Euphydryas (Lepidop-
tera: Rhopalocera). Trans. Roy. Ent. Soc.
Lond., 101:435-499.

HunmivgTon, C. E. 1952. Hybridization in the
purple grackle. Syst. Zool., 1:149-170.

Kinsey, A. C. 1936. The origin of higher cate-
gories in Cynips. Indiana Univ, Publ., Sci.
Ser., vol. 4.

Lack, D. 1946. The taxonomy of the robin
Erithacus rubecule (Linn.). Bull. Brit.
Ornith. Club, 66:55-65.

pE LAUBENFELS, M. W. 1953. Trivial names.
Syst. Zool., 2:42-45.

LEeGarg, M. J.,, and Hovanitz, W, 1951. Genetic
and ecologic analyses of wild populations in
Lepidoptera. II. Color pattern variation in
Melitaea chalcedona. Wasmann J. Biol., 9:
257-310.

Maxivo, S., and Yosipa, T. 1949. A critical
study of the chromosomes of Lymaniria
dispar L. in relation to the question of
racial difference. Cytologia, 14:145-157.

Mavr, BE. 1942. Systematics and the origin of
species. Columbia Univ. Press.

1949. The species concept: semantics

vs. semantics. Evolution, 3:371-372.

1951. Speciation in birds. Progress

report on the years 1938-50. Proc. Xth In-

ternat. Ornith. Congr., pp. 91-131.

1953. Concepts of classification and
nomenclature in higher organisms and
microorganisms. 4Ann. N. Y. Acad. Sci., 56:
391-397.

Mavr, E.,, LinsLey, E. G., and UsINGER, R. L.
1953. Methods and principles of system-
atic zoology. McGraw-Hill, New York.

Moorg, J. A. 1944. Geographic variation in
Rana pipiens Schreber of eastern North
America, Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., 82:
349-369,

1946. Incipient intraspecific isolating

mechanisms in Rana pipiens. Genetics, 31:

304--326.

1949. Geographic variation of adap-




