REVISION OF ACANTHOMYRMEX ° Moffett 57
TABLE 1. EXTENDED.
Character
19- =20° 21 .22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44
PEEIOESRCEE R ()i RENE D (5 S0t )T PRSI P R R Lol DR R PP OSHO  PA
PEEISEIIEE| 07200 P~ S0 S0 OIERIEEIE iR 2 - O] eSO S s () Sl 2ot
O ST antas lnni 01501 - 0GR RE RIS OEE0E 0 F1E 1 o e e R ()5S () SR e )
QESEESmES]E= 0 S 07200 50 1221 SR ORE0) Tlis S07 10 1 =] S0 R0 SIS SR ) sl ()
ISR (IO RN S S S0 RO S E= @S 0RO 08 (07 ORI 0 () e D e
IErieee e g 552 =R PoniQf 55 @l 02 lise OI0S COE 1 11057 107 15 ] S BRI EQaeL] St ] Py ] ()
RIS R 0 e 0210 iR il SRS ORROSMIOEIN0F 1 0L 0MEE ST =0 SRR SRS = ()
peslEmE Rl 1 0 9= o¢ 0L = 0S1SHREEE 808 -0 105 101 (ROERO S IR 1E=a P S )
RS ONE ORSRE RS ()RS5 SRl R () S O S [ ORSI0/ S OER 0= S O ENIE O ST S S (8 OR8] SR OSEseE= ()
RS R 0 e [ R S | S| =T RSO LSROERE 0 S ) s ) SR
OF SRR QIR0 Y Sl P 08 =0 S0-TLOERITSE S S0 15 SO O S 00 SN S D
1B S0ES0EN0E =00 P 0 101 08 CREEO0FREEC 05 SNSRI SP (5] SERER 0 e O iR P
QESIESSIEESRIE ) L0 —ole =0- 050170800 0= s =0 s 31110 0: S0 ie] S ReE PR A= H R 0FS0)

morphies with Acanthomyrmex, includ-
ing the shortened, stocky trunk in workers;
the obsolete promesonotal suture; and the
narrow flange encircling the base of the
shaft of the scape above the basal condyle
(found in some other myrmicines, but
particularly well-developed here, espe-
cially in Acanthomyrmex and Pristomyr-
mex). In addition, workers of most Pris-
tomyrmex species have pronotal spines,
and many have densely foveate sculptur-
ing on their heads and trunks remarkably
similar to Acanthomyrmex species; these
characters may represent synapomor-
phies.

An alternative is that Acanthomyrmex
is not in the Myrmecinini, but rather is
close to Pheidole. Strong suggestive evi-
dence can be found in the recent descrip-
tion of an unusual myrmicine species from
the Miocene or late Oligocene taken from
amber from the Dominican Republic
(Wilson, 1985). The species tethepa is
placed in Pheidole by Wilson, and is ev-
idently either closely allied to or in that
genus. The similarity in cephalic charac-
ters can be readily appreciated by com-
paring Wilson’s Figure 4 to the head of
Acanthomyrmex minors such as A. nota-

Antennal base and lateral clypeal border in Acan-

Figure 1.
thomyrmex ferox. AF = basal flange on antenna; CB = clyp-
eal border.

Scale line. 0.10 mm.



