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.Biology — According to LUuepErwarpT (1918) this ant lives in the open
fields. Nest were found at the same sites where Mycocepturus occurred, but
were less common. A nest in good conditions to be more carefully examined,
was found in the soil at a depth of approximately 15 cm. The sphaerical cavity
measured about 4 cm in diameter. The fungus garden did not consist of
separated and suspended lobulate clusters as is the case in Mycocepurus goeldii,
but formed a single, solid and homogeneous mass fastened to the bottom and to
rootlets traversing the cavity.

Mycetarotes senticosus sp. m.
(Figs. 4-6)

Worker (holotype) — Total length 3,7 (8,7-4,0) mm; maximum length of
head capsule 0,94 (0,94-0,98) mm; maximum width of head including eyes
0,87 (0,87-0,92) mm; length of scape 0,91 (0,91-0,94) mm; Weber’s length of
thorax 1,16 (1,19-1,27) mm. Yellowish-brown; cheeks and occiput rather fer-
ruginous. Integument opaque; head, postpetiole and gaster sharply, rest of body
more finely reticulate-punctate. Pubescence scarce and appressed. Erect hairs
absent.

Head (fig. 4) longer than broad; sides scarcely convex; occipital corners,
not considering the three prominent and subacute teeth, rather broadly rounded.
Mandibles striolate, with 6 teeth on chewing border. Anterior margin of
clypeus convex, notched in the middle. Frontal area impressed. Frontal carinae
convex and covering the antennal socket, prolonged caudad as a pair of
prominent ridges, which bifurcate in the rear before reaching occiput; inner
branches more approximated to each other, sharp, strongly raised, terminating as
a prominent tooth on occiput; outer branches weaker, obliquely running caudad,

fading out before reaching the occipital corner. Occiput between mesial teeth ™

excised. .Carinule of cheeks distinct, curving mesad posteriorly and fading out
at level of eyes.

Thorax (fig. 5) rather slender and elongate; promesonotum in profile
convex; impressed at mesoepinotal junction. Pronotum with 3 pairs of spines,
one spine anteroventrally at each side, 4 spines dorsally arranged in a transverse
row. Mesonotum with 3 pairs of spines, disposed in two longitudinal rows,
gradually diminishing in size to the rear. Basal face of epinotum anteriorly with
a pair of short, posteriorly with a pair of long, acute, rather elevated spines.
Sides of epinotum with a distinct tooth above and somewhat in front of the
spiracle.

Petiole (fig. 6) longer than broad, its dorsum posteriorly with a pair of
obliquely raised short spines. Postpetiole scarcely longer than broad, sub-
trapezoidal in dorsal aspect, dorsally strongly flattened with a pair of spinelike
tuberosities near the anterior border; posterior border emarginate in the middle;
circular pit rather vestigial. Gaster anterolaterally marginate.



