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such. The ‘visa factor’ effect we have hypothesized needs to be accounted for in all
claims that colony-brood recognition in ants has been demonstrated.

This is of interest because of the previously noted similarity between No-
thomyrmecia colonies in the composition of their epicuticular waxes, which could
furnish the appropriate chemical visa cues (Brown et al., 1990). Despite the rarity of
Nothomyrmecia, this matter, like so many others, would be worthy of further
research.
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