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‘Moreover, the type locality abutts with the geographic range of fracticornis (Fig. 6), and is only
know form its type. | have not seen the type, and must retain this taxon with much reservation.

Acromyrmex (Moellerius) silvestrii (Emery)

Atta (Moellerius) silvestrii EMERY?: 108, ¥; EMERY'!; FOREL?.

Acromyrmex (Moellerius) silvestrii, SANTSCHI*,

Acromyrmex (Moellerius) mesopotamicus GALLARDO?®: 337, ¥; SANTSCHI*. (NEW
SYNONYM)

TYPE LOCALITY: La Carlota, Cordoba, Argentina.

MAJOR WORKER:

Diagnosis: Thoracic spines variable, ranging from poorly developed (ex. mesopotamicus) to
well-developed. Medial pronotal spines vestigal or absent. Carinae and frons heavily striated,
which is not the case in striatus.

Description: EMERY'?,

Variation: This taxon is highly variable with respect to thoracic spination. Generally, more
northern populations have longer spines, but a large degree of inter and intranidal variation in
this character obviates its taxonomic usefuliness. SANTSCHI*? commented upon the apparent

_hybridization of mesopotamicus with silvestrii, in that phena classifiable to both could be found

in the same nest, as well as intermediate forms. After examining many specimens from
Argentina, | have found that this is indeed true, and prudence calls for the taxon of
mesopotamicus 1o be synonymized with silvestrii.

Distribution: (Fig. 6).

Acromymex (Moellerius) striatus (Roger)

Atta striata ROGER#: 202-203, ¥, 2, &.

Atta (Acromyrmex) striata, IHERING®',

Atta (Moellerius) striata, EMERY'® ''; FOREL?'; SANTSCHI*2,

Acromyrmex (Moellerius) striatus, BRUCH?*; GALLARDO?®; SANTSCHI**; BORGMEIER?;
WHEELERS?; CARBONELL”; FERREIRA LIMA'®: KUSNEZOV?32; GOMES COSTA%;
GONGCALVES?®; FOWLER?* 25,

Acromyrmex (Moellerius) striatus var. laeviventris SANTSCHI**: 320, ¥(NEW SINONYM).

TYPE LOCALITY: Montevideo, Uruguay.

MAJOR WORKER:

Diagnosis: Gena with longitudinal striations. Medial pronotal spines absent or vestigial.
Lateral pronotal spines and anterior mesonotal spines well developed. 3rd gastral segment
smooth and shiny, without tubercules. ’

Description: ROGER*',

Variation: This species is the least variable of all taxa of this subgenus. The variety
laeviventris was based solely upon the coloration of the gaster, and not be further recognized.
This taxon can be grouped with silvestrii and heyeri based upon worker morphology and
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